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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AF-06 IO-ll DHA-02 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 IGA-02 /091 W 

110859 

R081217Z APR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2284 
INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 

CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 5429 

FOR POLADS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UR, US, AO, CU 

SUBJECT: PRAVDA JOURNALIST CLAIMS CUBANS LEAVING ANGOLA BY SHIP 

1 . LA TIMES CORRESPONDENT ROBERT TOTH TOLD ACTING 
POL COUNSELOR APRIL 8 THAT PRAVDA JOURNALIST HAD 
AFFIRMED TO HIM APRIL 5 THAT CUBANS WERE DEPARTING ANGOLA 
IN SMALL NUMBERS BY SHIP; HE DID NOT SPECIFY DESTINATION. 

2. PRAVDA MAN HAD CLAIMED TO TOTH THAT "REAL" REASON 
CUBANS WERE SENT IN WAS TO PREVENT HOLDEN ROBERTO ROCES 
FROM TAKING LUANDA BEFORE INDEPENDENCE WAS PROCLAIMED 
NOVEMBER 11. 

3. JOURNALIST ALSO TOLD TOTH CASTRO HAS BEEN PRE- 
OCCUPIED WITH AFRICA FOR TEN YEARS, AND WAS NOT SERVING 
AS SOVIET STOOGE. HE RECALLED A CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
CASTRO AND HIGH SOVIET LEADERS SOME YEARS AGO WHICH HE HAD 
ATTENDED, AND IN WHICH CASTRO HAD WANTED TO TALK ABOUT 
AFRICA, WHILE SOVIETS WANTED TO TALK ABOUT "THE MILLION 
RUBLES A DAY GOING DOWN THE DRAIN IN CUBA" (HIS WORDS 
ACCORDING TO TOTH). 
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4. DEPT REPEAT AS DESIRED. 
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